receiving apparatus 3 directly , or via a public telecommunication 
line or the Internet. In this manner, the generated order file 

6 (including the confirmed order information) and the image file 

7 can be transferred to the order receiving apparatus 3. 
Alternatively, the order file 6 or the like may be recorded in 
the memory card 2 wherein the image file 7 has been recorded and 
the file may be provided to the order receiving apparatus 3 via 
the memory card 2, as in the case of the embodiment shown in Figure 
1. 

According to the embodiment shown in Figure 8, a user who 
possesses a conventional digital camera which does not comprise 
the order confirming function can place an order according to the 
order processing method of the present invention. 
What is claimed is: 

An order processing method used in an image output service, 
the\order processing method comprising the steps of: 

\btaining image data by photographing an image or reading 
a recordYng medium; 

replaying the obtained image data as a visible image on a 
display mediismi; 

receiving^ an output instruction regarding the image data, 
the output instruction being input from an input apparatus based 
on the replay of me image data; 

generating order information describing the output 



certifying an order 
information in the recording 



carrying out the image 



instruction in a predetermined darta format and recording the order 
information in a recording medium; 

displaying on the displa^ medium all image data output of 
which has been instructed an<fl the content of the instruction 
regarding the image data so thfat a requester of the image output 
service can confirm the content of the output instruction; 

by recording confirmed order 
medium when a predetermined order 
confirmation operation indicating that the order confirmation has 
been completed is accepted; 4 nd 

output service based on the order 
information recorded in the J recording medium only when the 
confirmed order information hps been recorded in the recording 
medium. 

2. An order processing system! used in an image output service, 
the order processing system comprising an order information 
generating apparatus and an oider receiving apparatus , 

the order information generating apparatus comprising: 

data obtaining means for obtaining image data by 
photographing an image or reading a recording medium; 

display means for carrying out replay of the obtained image 
data as a visible image on a djLsplay medium; 

instruction receiving means for receiving an output 
instruction regarding the image qata, the output instruction being 
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a requester of the image ou 
of the output instruction; 

order certifying means; 



input from an input apparatus based on the replay of the image 
data; / 

order information recording means for generating order 
information describing the ^utput instruction in a predetermined 
data format and recording -f:he order information in a recording 
medium; 

order content confirming means for displaying on the display 
medium all image data, output of which has been instructed and 
the content of the instruction regarding the image data so that 

1 :put service can confirm the content 
and 

for certifying an order by recording 
confirmed order informatidn in the recording medium when a 
predetermined order confirmation operation indicating that the 

completed is accepted; 
the order receiving abparatus comprising: 
data reading means for reading the order information 
recorded in the recording medium; 

confirmed information certifying means for certifying 
whether or not the conformed order information has been recorded 
in the recording medium; ard 

output instructing means for instructing, based on the order 
information recorded in the recording medium, output of the image 
data to various kinds of outpi t apparatuses only when the confirmed 



order confirmation has beer 
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data obtaining meani 



order information has been recorded in the recording medium. 

3. An order information generating apparatus comprising: 

for obtaining image data by 

photographing an image or reading a recording medium; 

display means for carrying out replay of the obtained image 
data as a visible image on a display medium; 

instruction receiving means for receiving an output 
instruction regarding the imade data, the output instruction being 
input from an input apparatup based on the replay of the image 
data ; 

order information recojrding means for generating order 
information describing the output instruction in a predetermined 
data format and recording the [information in a recording medium; 

order content confirming means for displaying on the display 
medium all image data output of which has been instructed and the 
content of the instruction regarding the image data so that a 
requester of an image output qervice can confirm the content of 
the output instruction; and 

order certifying means f dr certifying an order by recording 
confirmed order information In the recording medium when a 
predetermined order confirmation operation indicating that the 
order confirmation has been completed is accepted. 

4 . An order receiving apparatus which receives an order for an 
image output service by obtaining order information in a digital 
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format, the order receiving apparatus comprising: 

data reading means fo:: reading the order information 
describing an output instruction regarding image data from a 
recording medium; 

confirmed information certifying means for certifying 
whether or not confirmed order information indicating that a 



requester of the image output 
of the output instruction is 
and 

output instructing means 
information recorded in the re 
data to various kinds of output 



order information is recorde I in the recording medium 



service has confirmed the content 
recorded in the recording medium; 

for instructing, based on the order 
wording medium, output of the image 
apparatuses only when the confirmed 



been obtained in a recording 



an order information generating 
comprising : 

for obtaining image data by 



5. A digital camera having 
function, the digital camera 

photographing means 
photographing an image; 

image recording means l|or recording the image data having 

medium; 

display means for carrying out replay of the obtained image 
data as a visible image on a monitor attached to the digital camera; 

instruction receiving 1 means for receiving an output 
instruction regarding the image data, the output instruction being 
input from an operation button or the like based on the replay 
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of the image data; 

order information rjecording means for recording order 

output instruction in a predetermined 
data format in the recordtLng medium; 

order content conf irpiing means for displaying on the monitor 
all image data output of wllich has been instructed and the content 
of the instruction regarding the image data so that a requester 
of an image output serviqe can confirm the content of the output 
instruction; and 

order certifying mjbans for certifying an order by recording 
confirmed order information in the recording medium when a 
predetermined order confirmation operation indicating that the 
order confirmation has been completed is accepted. 

6. A digital camera having the order information generating 
function as claimed in Claim 5, the digital camera further 
comprising conf irmatior operation canceling means for canceling 
the order conf irmatio:i operation when the conformed order 
information is updated after having been recorded in the recording 
medium and/or when deletion of image data representing at least 
one image recorded in the recording medium is carried out. 

7. A digital camera having the order information generating 
function as claimed in c; aim 6, wherein the confirmation operation 

the order information when all image data, 
instructed, are deleted from the recording 



canceling means deletes 
output of which has been 



medium as a result of the deletion, 
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8. A digital camera having the order information generating 
function as claimed in /aiiy ude ul CldJuub 5- Lo wherein the order 
information recording means (describes the order information in 
an order file and records the) order file in the recording medium, 
and 

the order certifying mfeans certifies an order by setting 
a hidden property of the order file to visible, 

9. A digital camera having |the order information generating 
function as claimed i ms t ny ono' loT^ -< ?rgri!ii fg'b t6 T, wherein the order 
information recording means describes the order information in 
an order file and records the ofder file in the recording medium, 
and 

the order certifying meahs certifies an order by setting 
a read/write property of the otrder file to read-only. 

10. A digital camera having the order information generating 



function as claimed in aft y-OTTe o ; 



the order certifying means 



Claimo~5~ r ttr >, wherein the order 



information recording means describes the order information in 
an order file and records the orqer file in the recording medium, 
and 



certifies an order by describing 



a valid date as order file generation date in the order file 



11. A digital camera having t* 
function as claimed in ^fly^^e of 



e order information generating 

B 



C Taints 5 to~7~r wherein the order 



V 



information recording means 
an order file and records the 
and 

the order certifying me 



Jescr 



ibes the order information in 



Drder file in the recording medium, 



ns certifies an order by describing 
a code meaning order confirmation completion in the order file. 

12. A digital camera having! the order information generating 

function as claimed in any onejof Claims 5 to 7, wherein the image 

/ \ 

recording means records image pata representing each image as an 
image file in the recording medium, and 

the order information recording means records the order 
information as accompanying information included in the image file, 
and 

the order certifying mean^ certifies an order by describing 
a code meaning order confirmation completion in at least one image 
file in the recording medium. 

13. A digital camera having, th|e order information generating 
function as claimed in uiiy u nu u f qialma 5 Lo 12 -, the digital camera 
further comprising operation urging means for carrying out display 
for prompting the order confirmation operation execution by the 
requester. 

14. A digital camera having the| order information generating 
function as claimed in Claim 13, w&erein the display is a message 
output on the monitor. 

15. A digital camera having the order information generating 
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function as claimed in Claim 13 
i 

means carries out the display 



an operation to switch of f a power of the digital camera has been 



carried out, and switches the 
period has elapsed. 
16. A digital camera having 
function as claimed in Claim 13 
is detachable from a body of 



recording medium is pulled out 




wherein the operation urging 
for a predetermined period after 



power off after the predetermined 



the order information generating 
©r-**V wherein the recording medium 



A 

the digital camera and 



the operation urging means carries out the display when the 



from the body of the digital camera . 
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